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John 8:48-10 

8:48-52 – The major break

· The religious establishment accuses Jesus of being demon-possessed… and of being a Samaritan!
· This is the formal rejection of His plea

· Though some still became believers (8:30) 

One more important saying (8:58)…

“Before Abraham was, I am…”

John 9-10

The healing of the blind man (9:1-7)

· This miracle is one of the seven signs around which John’s Gospel is built

The question from the disciples (9:2)

· A reflection of the Jewish thinking of the times (and many in our day as well)

· Misfortune in life is the proximal result of sin

· Wealth and prosperity are signs of a righteous life and blessing from God

The nature of human suffering...

· It is not necessarily the result of sin

· Sometimes bad things just happen – the legacy of our fallen world

· Bad things are not caused by God

· God works through suffering to bring us closer to Him

The Pharisees debate (9:13-41)

· The real target here is Jesus – not the man who had been healed

· As a result of this man’s story, Jesus is declared guilty of working (making mud) on the Sabbath, thus violating the Law

· The healed man is excommunicated from the synagogue

The powerful word of testimony (9:25)

· This verse encapsulates all a testimony should be – a simple statement of what Jesus has done for you

Chapter 10…

“I am the door to the sheep-fold”...

· The word translated “parable” is actually better translated “proverb” or “wise saying” (parabole vs. paroimia).  This is the first discourse of this type recorded in John.

· Sheep – in the Bible – are a type or symbol of humanity

· Why sheep?

· They are helpless

· They are not too smart

· Without proper shepherding, they soon become lost and die or become a meal

· The significance of the “door”...

· In town, sheep were often held in a common fold and a gatekeeper who knew the local shepherds controlled access to the sheep.

· In the country, the fold was often just an open pen or cave.  The shepherd would sleep across the entrance to protect the sheep from thieves or marauding animals.

· Jesus affirms that He – alone – is the door of the sheepfold. No one enters except through Him.

· The “one door” picture is also common throughout Scripture:

· There was only one door to the ark…

· There was only one entrance to the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle…

· Remember the words of Peter at Pentecost: (Acts 4:12)  “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

Contrast between Jesus and Satan (10:10-11)...

“I am the good shepherd” (10:12-21)

The word translated good here is not the one normally so translated.  This Greek word is kalos, which has the meaning of excellent, noble, genuine, or approved.
· Lays down his life for the sheep – Jesus’ first reference in John to His impending death

· He knows His sheep

· They know Him – the Greek word here is a form of ginosko – to know by experience

A prelude to the Atonement (10:17-18)

· The Father’s love for the Son is intensified by the Son’s obedience and willingness to die for men

· No one (Gr: oudeis) takes Jesus’ life

· He – and He alone – has the right (Gr: exousia) to decide if (and when) He will die

· He – and He alone – has the right to be resurrected (take life up again) by the Father.

Jesus’ words caused division (10:19-21)...

· We have seen this before…

Some declare that Jesus is demon possessed; others believe on Him

One more debate with Judaism (10:22-42)

The challenge (10:22-24): “If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

· Remember that Judaism was looking for a political Messiah.  The Jewish leaders were seeking evidence to charge Jesus with both blasphemy and rebellion.  In fact, those are the charges that they brought to Pilate later on.

Jesus’ first response: the argument of experience (10:25-30)

· The connection between belief and experience.

The decision to follow Jesus is the basis of a relationship and must be experienced to be validated.

· “You do not believe because you are not of my sheep…”

The Jewish religious establishment had a predetermined idea who Jesus was and refused to consider other evidence – as we will see…

· “My sheep hear my voice…”

The guiding, directing voice of the Savior is not heard by the mass of men.  In fact, Jesus refers to those who are lost as “sheep without a shepherd” (Mark 6:34)

· “I know them…”

Perhaps one of the most comforting verses in Scripture.  Each of us is known to the Savior.

· “They follow me…”

Another analogy from shepherding.  Sheep recognize their own shepherd and willingly follow where he leads.  That is Jesus’ description of His followers.

The security of believers (10:28-29)

· “I give them eternal life…”

Notice the parallel with Ephesians 2:8-9…  Eternal life is the gift of God.  It cannot be earned or somehow inherited.

· “No man can pluck them out of My hand…”

In the next sentence, Jesus refers to our being in the Father’s hands as well.

And – once again – out come the stones (10:31)

Jesus’ further argument: reason (10:32-36)

In response to the declared intention to stone Him for blasphemy, Jesus quotes Psalm 82:6 (“I have said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of the Most High.’”).  The context of this Psalm describes a dialogue between God and His followers.

Jesus poses an unanswerable question (10:36)

The final argument: evidence (10:37-42)

· “If I do not do the works of my Father, do not believe Me.”

The evidence of Jesus’ works: that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me and I in the Father. (10:38)

“Know and understand” is a fascinating phrase loaded with meaning…

Consists of two different tenses of the same verb, literally meaning “that you may come to know” and “keep on knowing.”

One last word (10:40-42)…

Jesus evades arrest – again – and goes over to Perea, the trans-Jordan area where John the Baptist preached.

Notice the significantly different response (10:41-42)

