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John 10:22 – 11:23
One more debate with Judaism (10:22-42)

The challenge (10:22-24): “If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

· Remember that Judaism was looking for a political Messiah.  The Jewish leaders were seeking evidence to charge Jesus with both blasphemy and rebellion.  In fact, those are the charges that they brought to Pilate later on.

Jesus’ first response: the argument of experience (10:25-30)

· The connection between belief and experience.

The decision to follow Jesus is the basis of a relationship and must be experienced to be validated.

· “You do not believe because you are not of my sheep…”

The Jewish religious establishment had a predetermined idea who Jesus was and refused to consider other evidence – as we will see…

· “My sheep hear my voice…”

The guiding, directing voice of the Savior is not heard by the mass of men.  In fact, Jesus refers to those who are lost as “sheep without a shepherd” (Mark 6:34)

· “I know them…”

Perhaps one of the most comforting verses in Scripture.  Each of us is known to the Savior.

· “They follow me…”
Another analogy from shepherding…  Sheep recognize their own shepherd and willingly follow where he leads.  That is Jesus’ description of His followers.

The security of believers (10:28-29)

· “I give them eternal life…”

Notice the parallel with Ephesians 2:8-9…  Eternal life is the gift of God.  It cannot be earned or somehow inherited.

· “No man can pluck them out of My hand…”

In the next sentence, Jesus refers to our being in the Father’s hands as well.

And – once again – out come the stones (10:31)

Jesus’ further argument: reason (10:32-36)

In response to the declared intention to stone Him for blasphemy, Jesus quotes Psalm 82:6 (“I have said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of the Most High.’”).  The context of this Psalm describes a dialogue between God and His followers.

Jesus poses an unanswerable question (10:36)

The final argument: evidence (10:37-42)

· “If I do not do the works of my Father, do not believe Me.”

The evidence of Jesus’ works: that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me and I in the Father. (10:38)

“Know and understand” is a fascinating phrase loaded with meaning…

Consists of two different tenses of the same verb, literally meaning “that you may come to know” and “keep on knowing.”

One last word (10:40-42)…

Jesus evades arrest – again – and goes over to Perea, the trans-Jordan area where John the Baptist preached.

Notice the significantly different response (10:41-42)

John 11 – The resuscitation of Lazarus...

· This was a “resuscitation” since Lazarus would die later.

· This is one of John’s seven signs...

The story...

The first communication from Lazarus’ family (11:1-3)...

· It really is not necessary to give God information.

· News travels slowly in those days…

Jesus’ interesting reaction to the news (11:4)

If you follow the time line carefully, Lazarus was already dead by the time the message reached Jesus.

“This sickness will not end in death…”

The key phrase here is “will not end.”  

Jesus outlines the purpose of the event and how it will play out:

“… for the glory of God, that the Son may be glorified by it.”

· Remember this focus when things don’t seem to make sense to you

· Remember Isaiah 55:8 – “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways says the Lord.”

The dangerous return to Judea...

· We just finished studying about Jesus’ last visit to Judea (Ch. 10) and the intent to stone Him for blasphemy.

· The disciples have not yet understood what He told them about His death (10:18)

The disciples’ misunderstand Jesus’ terminology (11:12-15)

· And yet to the Lord of all creation death is not different from sleep.  He controls both at His will.

“I am glad for your sakes that I was not there… “ (11:15)

· Remember that the purpose of Jesus’ miracles was to authenticate His teaching.  He states that in this verse: “so that you may believe”.

Mary and Martha’s delicate condition...

· Unmarried women – a difficult status in first century Palestine

· Scripture seems to indicate that Lazarus did not live with them (John 12:2, Luke 10:38)

“If you had been here...” (11:21 & 32)

· Remember that God redeems what He allows…

· Remember to let Him be God…  He will not necessarily do that which makes sense to you.

· It is best to trust God’s timing and intentions.

“ I am the resurrection and the life...” (11:25)

· Another of Jesus’ astounding statements

· The conditions...

· “Believe” translates the Greek word “pisteuo” which means to have faith and trust.

· Notice that Jesus makes this moment personal for Martha: “Do you believe this?”

· Martha’s great confession (11:27)

The description of Jesus’ sorrow (11:32-38)...

· Sorrow because of the sadness of friends

· Sorrow because death is an interloper – and intruder – into this world

· Sorrow because, in the Father’s plan, things were not supposed to go this way

The scene changes to the cemetery…

Notice Jesus’ reaction to the grief around Him (11:35)

No other world religion has a god who experiences sorrow with us…

(Hebrews 4:15 – “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses…”)

Giving God advice (11:39)...

· When God asks something of you that does not seem to make sense

· Jesus’ request here is consistent with God’s usual method of working: we are invited to be participants with Him in His work.

Jesus’ demonstration of the power of God (11:43-44)

· “Lazarus, come forth!”

What if He had not called Lazarus by name?

· “Loose him and let him go”

This command is full of double meaning… First, obviously for Lazarus, but also this is what happens when we are delivered from the chains of sin and death.

And now… the reaction of the spectators (11:45-46)

Once again, we see how Jesus divides people… Some believed, others did not.

The meeting of the Sanhedrin (11:47-53)

· At last you can see their agenda out in the open…

· They assume that Jesus’ increasing popularity will result in rebellion against Rome.

· And they resolve to take matters into their own hands (11:53)
