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John 13:18–14

A further consideration of Judas (13:18-30)...

· What is going on here?

· Judas’ place of honor at the table...

· Jesus honors Judas by serving him food personally (13:26)

· Satan enters into him (13:27)

· It is possible for people to give their souls to Satan just as they can to Jesus.

· The end is always the same.

· It was still possible for Judas to repent and be forgiven.  It was possible until he hanged himself.

· “What you have to do, do quickly”

The human side of Jesus shows through – “Let’s get on with it…”

Look closely at 13:30...  

Love one another – the basis of it all (13:31-38)

“A new commandment…” (13:34)

· A different kind of commandment – deals with the attitude of the heart instead of some physical activity

· This love is the signpost for all men (13:35)

John 14:  The Promise of the Holy Spirit

Setting the stage...

· An intense moment of an intense time

· Jesus talks about betrayal

· Jesus foretells Peter’s denial

· Judas Iscariot has left the group

· Jesus makes it clear that He will not be around much longer

So, how are Christians to act?

“Set your troubled hearts at rest.” (14:1)

· An act of your will

· Something you can accomplish with Jesus’ help

“Trust in God always; trust also in me.”

· The construction of the sentence places “God” and “me” on the same plane – stressing Jesus’ identification with the Father

· Another act of your will – a conscious decision on how you will live

· People must make decisions about their relationships with God

Room in the Father’s house (14:2-4)

· These verses convey the sense that there is plenty of pleasing accommodation in heaven

· Jesus’ promise of eternal life in His presence

· Jesus’ promise of His personal protection and providence for the transition

“I am the way, the truth, and the life...” (14:6)

· Another of the “I am” statements (see the list)

· Keep the context in mind: this statement is given in answer to Thomas’ question about “the way.”

· The Greek construction of this sentence conveys exclusivity – the only way, etc...

“No man comes to the Father except by me.” (14:6)

· People desire to come to the Father

· There may be confusion about how one comes to the Father

· Jesus’ astounding claim:

· “No man” translates Greek oudeis – not a single person.

 “Universalism” is directly contradicted by the words of Jesus Himself.

There simply is no other way…

Life after Jesus leaves (14:12-21)

· An incredible statement...

· We are to be busy doing the work of the Father – just like Jesus did.

· The power of prayer...

14:15 – “If you love Me, you will obey my commands…”

· Obedience is not always easy to accomplish.

· A quick review of Jesus’ commands…

Love one another (John 13:34)

Care for those who cannot care for themselves (Matthew 25)

Believe in Him and His mission (John 3:16ff)

The promise of the Holy Spirit (14:16-21)…

Notice the fullness of the Trinity here…

· Jesus says, “I will ask”

· God says, “I will send”

· The Holy Spirit says, “I will abide and comfort.”

· The Holy Spirit’s role among believers…

· The parakletos…

· Present with (and in) you forever…

· Our instructor in the truths of God (14:26)

· Assists us in remembering Jesus’ words and teaching (14:26)

· The Holy Spirit is not known to unbelievers except as the One who convicts of sin and points to the Savior.

· The lost world does not acknowledge Him

· But you do…

· “Know” here is Greek ginosko – to know by experience

Judas’ question (14:22-26)

· The concept of the political Messiah dies hard…

Notice this is not Judas Iscariot…

“Peace I leave with you...” (14:27-29)

· “Peace” here translates the Greek word “eirene” which means

· An internal state of harmony and rest, not subject to external circumstances

· This is definitely not the world’s kind of peace (mere absence of conflict)

We close where we began...

· “Set your troubled hearts at rest...”

· “Neither let them be afraid” (Afraid translates the Greek word deiliao – the fear of a criminal about to be executed) 

