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John 12-13:17
Introductory comments...

· The next seven chapters are concerned with events of the week leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  Some commentators refer to Chapters 1-11 as the Book of Signs and Chapters 12-21 as the Book of Glory.

· Changes to notice...

· Jesus is now ready to confront the Jewish religious establishment straight on.

· He spends considerable time instructing the disciples.

· His public ministry comes to an end (12:36).

· The opposition...

· Pharisees...

· The Sanhedrin (Council)...

The Triumphal Entry (12:12-16)

· Riding on a donkey colt is the literal fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9.  The symbolism is rich in the culture of the East: whenever kings wished to demonstrate power and authority, they rode horses.  When they sought peace, they rode donkeys.

The hour of glory has come (12:20-50)...

The word translated “hour” in 12:23 is the Greek word kairos – meaning appropriate time or season.  We have encountered this word several times before in John when Jesus said that His time had not yet come.

· The Kingdom Principle of life...

· Real life comes from willingness to die

The parable of the grain of wheat…

One more of Jesus’ agricultural analogies…

· Victory comes from surrender

· Giving means getting.

· Getting means having nothing at all.

· Self-denial brings forth greatness.

· Service to Jesus comes from obedient following (12:26)

· Obedient following of Jesus brings honor to the follower from God (12:26)

Remember the principles of the Kingdom…

Rewards and honor from the Father do not necessarily come during this lifetime.

The hour of judgment has also come (12:31-32)...

· “The prince of this world will be driven out...”

When Satan reminds you of your past, remind him of his future.

“When I am lifted up...”

· The listening Jews tried once more to get Jesus to become a political ruler.

“I will draw all men unto Myself…”

· The personal attraction of the Savior...

· But this “drawing” is not irresistible.

· Acceptance of the sacrifice of Jesus makes perfect sense, but there are those who – for whatever reason – choose to reject it.

That is their privilege.

The phenomenon of rejection (12:37-43)…

Some possible reasons…

· The pride of those who felt no need of a Savior

· The determination to have a Messiah that fit the Jews’ desired description (political/military)

· Indifference

Whatever the reason for rejection, John, quoting Isaiah, delivers a chilling verdict (12:39-40)…

The determined opposition of Jewish leaders resulted in the conditions described in 12:40.

First, there is the decision of the will…  Consequences follow.

Jesus’ summary statement (12:44-50)...

· “To believe in me is to believe in the One who sent me”

· “I have not come to judge the world, but to save it”

· “There is a judge for the one who rejects...”

“The word I spoke will judge him…” – and what was that word?

Look back at 3:16-18.

John 13

This chapter marks the beginning of a section of the Gospel known as the Farewell Discourses, some of Jesus’ most intense instruction to His disciples.

Jesus knows the end has arrived (13:1)

The Passover meal...

· The institution of the Passover is recorded in Exodus 12.

· One of the seven major religious holidays (feasts) of Judaism.

· The formal introduction into Jewish life of the sacrificial lamb

John the Baptist uses this metaphor to describe Jesus when he sees Him for the first time (1:29)

Luke tells us (Chapt. 22) that the discussion among the disciples at this meal was on who would be considered the greatest.

A brief aside on Judas...

· Look at verse 2...

· Satan is always putting terrible thoughts into the minds of Christians.  How – and whether—we act on them makes the difference.

· Judas did not have to surrender to this (James 4:7)

· Possible reasons for Judas’ conduct:

· He was looking for a political messiah

· He was hoping for a lucrative association with a traveling rabbi

Washing the disciples’ feet (13:3-11)...

· The facts...

· The necessary – but really dirty – job…

· Was the most menial task of the household

· Could not be required of Jewish men – even slaves

· Jesus is not establishing a church ordinance here.  Rather He is demonstrating the concept of servant leadership.

Peter’s reaction (13:6-9)

Once again, Peter puts his mouth in motion before putting his brain in gear…

The Greek construction here renders emphasis on the pronouns in the sentence:

“Lord, are You going to wash my feet?”

Jesus’ response…

· Basically, He says, “Trust me on this Peter…”

· “Understand later” refers to the enlarged understanding the disciples had of their mission after the resurrection

And once again... Peter runs his mouth (13:9)

Jesus’ explanation and instruction (13:12-17)...

· Do you understand?

· Understanding is essential for believers – we do not park our brains at the church door.

· Kingdom order of importance...

· Not the same as on earth

· Things which seem menial here have tremendous importance in the Kingdom

· The willingness of the Master to serve

· See Matthew 20:28

· Jesus reaffirms His role: “Lord” (Gr: kyrios) and “Teacher” (Gr: didaskalos)

· “I have set you an example” – the most powerful form of instruction

· “Do as I have done”

· Some folks take that literally...

· The real meaning here is that service to others is a hallmark of greatness in the Kingdom.

