Adult 4 Co-Ed Class

First Baptist Church
Tyler, Texas

Sunday Bible Study Notes

January 20, 2019
John 6-7
The feeding of the five thousand (6:1-13)

(Parallel passages: Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44)

· A young man and his lunch...

· This miracle is one of the seven signs John records (see previous notes) with a specific purpose – that you may believe that Jesus is who He says He is. (20:31)
· The reaction of the crowd (6:14-15)…

The intense desire of the Jew for a political Messiah…

But it is not time for this – yet.

The changing nature of Jesus’ public ministry (6:26-28)…

· Crowds are still focused on His meeting physical needs

· Jesus does not provide food again

The work God requires (6:29)

· The question in 6:28 reveals peoples’ misunderstanding of the nature of faith in Jesus…

These folks (and many moderns too) are still stuck in a religion of works

· Jesus’ answer to the question reaffirms His teaching throughout the gospels: “Believe in Him who He [God] has sent.”

And now for one of the most astounding verses in Scripture: 6:30

· Just what planet were these people on yesterday?

6:35 – “I am the bread of life” – why did Jesus choose this metaphor?

This crowd has as much trouble understanding this metaphor as the woman of Sychar (Ch. 4) had with “living water.”

· Bread is a carbohydrate – a source of energy.  Jesus is saying that He is the giver of life.

· It is absolutely essential to a healthy life.

· It must become part of you to do you any good.

· Just so with your relationship with Jesus – He must become part of you by the exercise of your faith.

No one comes to Jesus unless the Father draws him (6:44-45) – a curious statement.

· Speaks of the convicting work of the Holy Spirit.

· Anyone so convicted who comes to Jesus is absolutely saved.

Further amplification of the “Bread of Life” metaphor (6:48-51)

· Jesus is not advocating cannibalism here… He is speaking metaphorically and insisting that He become part of you.

· This is His promise of “indwelling”…

· Jesus goes even further (6:52-58)

· This passage amplifies the truth contained in the bread metaphor – that a believer must invite Jesus into his inmost heart.

“This is a difficult statement…” (6:60-66)

· This is the beginning of the end of Jesus’ popular public ministry.

· He has not met the desires of the crowds for a political Messiah, so they are moving on…

A question to the Twelve (6:67)…

And a magnificent answer (6:68)…

Consider Peter’s answer for a moment…

There are possible alternatives:

· Government

· Education

· Spiritualism

· Occult worship

Many people choose one (or more) of these alternatives.

But – as Peter said – Jesus has the “words of life” – a phrase that means “directions on how to live.”

Chapter 7: The Division intensifies…

By way of background…

· Jesus was always clear and unequivocal in teaching about who He was and what he came to do

· Many people looked at Him and saw what they wanted to see.  It is the same today.

· The Jewish national authorities (the Sanhedrin and the priests) were hypersensitive to any possible rebellious outbreak for fear of the Romans

· The Romans were extra wary during the great Jewish festivals for fear of rebellion as well

The brief dialog with the brothers (7:1-8)

· The other Gospel writers remind us that Jesus’ family was not followers or believers during His public ministry.  John corroborates that here (7:5).

· “Go into Judea…” – this admonition is quite similar to Satan’s dare recorded in Matthew 4:5

The temptation to be spectacular was never far from Jesus’ attention…

“My time has not yet come…” (7:6)

There are two words in Greek to describe time:

chronos – clock time

kairos – the right or opportune time

Jesus uses “kairos” here…

“The world hates me…” – this is not the complaint of a paranoid man, but a statement of fact.

Jesus gives the reason: “because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil.”

Jesus never hesitates to name evil and call it out – wherever He finds it.

Jesus’ appearance at the Feast of Tabernacles (7:10-53)

· This is the great fall harvest festival commanded in the Law (Leviticus 23:39-43)

· Soon after His arrival, He begins teaching in the Temple – an established custom for Jewish rabbis…

The crowd divides…

As we find today people are divided over what to make of Jesus and who He is.

Several false issues are raised:

· Jesus’ alleged violation of the Law of the Sabbath (7:19-21)…

Makes reference to His healing of the man at the pool of Bethesda (John 5)

· The controversy concerning His birthplace (7:25ff)…

Jesus foretells His coming death (7:33-36)

· Once again, His hearers are mystified by this comment and do not understand it at all.

Jesus foretells the coming of the Holy Spirit (7:37-39)

As John records, the episode ends with no clear resolution (7:53)

But we can deduce several things from this text:

· Jesus, by His very nature, forces men to address the question of who He is

· There are only two possibilities…

· Each of us is free to decide which position we will take.  There is no coercion or force from God about this.

· In His providence, God has chosen us to be the witnesses to the truth about Jesus and to invite men into the Kingdom.

The woman caught in adultery (7:53-8:11)

· The essential facts of the case

· The Pharisees misquote the Law.  Leviticus 20:10 requires that both parties be stoned.

· Jesus’ response...

· To the crowd...

· To the woman...

