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John 7:53 – 8:52
The woman caught in adultery (7:53-8:11)

· The essential facts of the case

· The Pharisees misquote the Law.  Leviticus 20:10 requires that both parties be stoned.

· Jesus stoops down and writes in the sand (8:6)…

What did He write?

John uses a specific Greek word here (katagraphein) which means “to write down a record against someone.”

It is possible that what He was writing was a record of the sins of the accusers…

· The trap intended for Jesus…

The Pharisees hoped to impale Him on the horns of a dilemma…

If He recommended stoning…

They could run to the Roman authorities implicating Him for advocating the flouting of Roman law.

If He recommended mercy…

They could accuse Him of flouting the Law of Moses

· Jesus’ response...

· To the crowd...

· To the woman...

8:12 – “I am the light of the world” (One of the great “I am” statements) Remember John 1:4-5

· Light does not coexist with darkness

· Light always overcomes darkness

· Followers of Jesus are not in the dark

Some characteristics:

· Spiritual hunger

· Desire to pray

· Spiritual discernment

8:13-30 – Another in the series of debates with the Pharisees…

Jesus tries – in vain – to get these guys to understand at least a little of His divine nature and mission

The Pharisees’ problems:

· A “closed system” world view – nothing new ever happens or can happen

· God resides “over there” in the Temple.  He cannot therefore be involved with us “out here”.

· We have all the answers, just ask us and we will tell you.

Jesus foretells His impending death (8:21-28)

He first condemns the unbelieving Pharisees (8:23-24)

He also reminds His listeners – and us – that belief in the Son of Man is the only guarantee of eternal life (8:24)

Turning to the Jews who had believed in Him…

8:31 – the truth that sets us free

· A precondition – “If you continue in my word…”

The Greek word translated “continue” is “meno” meaning “to tarry or abide”; hence Jesus is instructing His followers to make His word their dwelling place.

(New English Bible: “If you dwell within the revelation I have brought…”)

Ways to continue (abide) in His Word:

· Read it

· Pray over your reading

· Study it

· Commit it to memory

· “Then you are My disciples indeed.” (8:32)

A disciple is a student or learner.  Jesus calls us to learn from Him and to make that learning our lifestyle.

Things that make a good disciple:

· Interest in the subject

· Desire to learn more

· Respect for the knowledge and authority of the teacher

· Discipline in the work of learning

· “And you shall know the truth…”

The word “know” translates the Greek word “ginosko” --  to know by experience.

“Truth” translates the Greek word “aletheia” – that which is known to be certain.

A few examples of this truth:

· Contrary to human wisdom, the world is not spinning out of control.  

· Christians are secure in the hands of the One from whom they cannot be taken away.

· Men and women without Christ are hopelessly lost, confused, and evil.

· “… and the truth shall set you free.”

Elements of that freedom:

· Free from the bondage of sin

· Free from worrying about the necessities of life
· Free from worrying about the Law

· Free to share Christ with others

· Free from worrying about dying

8:36 – A close companion verse to 8:31

· We are made free by the Son – it is not of our own doing

· “Free indeed” is an expression meaning really, truly free

8:48-52 – The major break

· The religious establishment accuses Jesus of being demon-possessed

· This is the formal rejection of His plea

· Though some still became believers (8:30) 

One more important saying (8:58)…

“Before Abraham was, I am…”

